INTERFAITH CENTER ON CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY

Inspired by faith. Committed to action

July 15, 2020

Submitted via www.requlations.qov

Lauren Alder Reid, Assistant Director
Office of Policy

Executive Office for Immigration Review
5107 Leesburg Pike, Suite 1800,

Falls Church, VA 22041

Re: DHS/EOIR; RIN 1125-AA94; EOIR Docket No. 18-0002
Dear Ms. Alder Reid:

The undersigned institutional investors, members of the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility
(ICCR), a coalition of faith and values driven institutional investors representing $500 billion in assets
under management, are writing to express our concerns about the proposed rule on “Procedures for
Asylum and Withholding of Removal; Credible Fear and Reasonable Fear Review” (heretofore Rule),
issued by the Homeland Security Department and the Executive Office for Immigration Review and
published in the Federal Register on June 15, 2020. As investors, we believe that just immigration
policies are critical to a stable and prosperous long-term business environment and our organization has
a record of corporate engagements promoting these policies.

The ability to seek asylum from persecution is a core human right enshrined in international and U.S.
law. The proposed Rule would effectively eliminate protection for people fleeing violence from non-
state actors, counter to current U.S. law. It will eviscerate due process and fairness for asylum seekers,
permitting judges to deny asylum for purely procedural reasons and without a hearing, which would
particularly prejudice applicants without legal representation.

This Rule would place harsh and unnecessary restrictions on asylum applicants who traveled through
other countries to reach the U.S. and those who have lived without authorization in the U.S. for more
than one year. Additionally, it proposes to exclude survivors of gender-based persecution, domestic
abuse and gang violence from the generally accepted “grounds for asylum.”

Further, a policy change of this magnitude should have a meaningful timeframe for public review and
comment, yet we note that instead of the typical 60-day comment period, the administration has
chosen to abbreviate the comment period to 30 days.

Immigrants are essential contributors to American communities and to the American economy, we
believe the new Rule will put both at risk. Numerous studies have established the economic benefits of
taking in refugees. In a letter to President Trump, 80 CEOs and business leaders warned that “overly
restrictive immigration policies will likely cause billions of dollars in economic loss to our education and
tourist industries and weakened foreign investment.” A study by the New American Economy highlights
that immigrants are significant contributors to the U.S. economy--“immigration creates an economic
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opportunity—creating jobs, filling workforce gaps, and helping communities thrive.” The 3.2 million
immigrants who run their own businesses are also responsible for employing 8 million American workers
and generating $1.3 trillion in total sales in 2017.

In summary, the signatories to this letter strongly oppose the proposed Rule and recommend that it be
withdrawn, as it creates additional hardship for asylum seekers and vulnerable individuals.

Signed:
Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility
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